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Located between the European and
Pacific combatant commands, U.S.
Central Command’s area of
responsibility covers the “centra
area of the globe and consists of 20
mostly Muslim countries.
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AOR countries: Afghanistan, Bahrain,
Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Oman,
Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, United Arab
Emirates, Uzbekistan, and Yemen.




About U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM)

History:

Established when the hostage crisis in Iran ( Nov ’79 — Jan ’81) And
The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (Dec ’79 — Feb ‘89 ) underlined the
need to strengthen U.S. interests in the region.

President Carter established the Rapid Deployment Joint Task Force
(RDJTF) in March 1980.

The U. S. had few forces in the Gulf region & limited capacity to deploy
troops in the region; authority over deployed TROOPS there was
divided between the European and Pacific Commands, complicating
co-ordination.

Three years later, on January 1, 1983, President Reagan elevated the
RDJTF, naming it “Central Command”.



About U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM)

Mission:

 With national and international partners, U.S. Central
Command promotes cooperation among nations,
responds to crises, and deters or defeats state and non-
state aggression. Supports development and when
necessary reconstruction, in order to establish the
conditions for regional security, stability, and prosperity.

On February 6, 2007, President Bush and Defense Secretary Robert Gates
announced the creation of U.S. Africa Command. AFRICOM has responsibility for
the entire continent of Africa, except Egypt, and the surrounding islands. AFRICOM
assumed responsibility for Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Somalia, and Sudan, all of
which had been in CENTCOM's AOR



About U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM)

Leadership:

k * Commander, General James N. Mattis (Marine)

- nicknamed the “Warrior Monk... one of his many nicknames.
— was into counterinsurgency before it was dogma.
—  succeed General David Petraeus

* Deputy Commander, Vice Admiral Robert Harward (Navy)

—  VADM Harward qualified as a Surface Warfare Officer aboard the destroyer USS Scott (DDG 995)
- then transferred to the Naval Special Warfare community.

- He has served in both east and west coast SEAL teams.

* Chief of Staff, Major General Karl R. Horst (Army)

— Maj. Gen. Horst reported to CENTCOM following a tour as the Commanding General of the U.S. Army Military District of Washington
and Joint Force Headquarters National Capital Region on June 23, 2009.

e Command Sergeant Major, Frank A. Grippe (Army)

- Command Sergeant Major Frank Grippe entered the United States Army on 29 April 1981 at Syracuse, New York. He trained as a light
infantryman and graduated from Airborne School at Fort Benning, Georgia.




About U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM)

Commander's Posture Statement:

 Before the Senate Armed Services Committee on March 6, 2012, Gen. Mattis, said
the following:

“In over 30 years of supporting U.S. forces in the Central Command
area of responsibility (AOR), | have never witnessed it so tumultuous.
Change is the only constant and surprise continues to be the
dominant force in the region. Across the AOR at large, both
opportunities and challenges exist.”

Other notable GEN Mattis quotes:

"Be polite, be professional, but have a plan to kill everybody you meet.”

“If | were to sum up what I've learned in 35 years of service, it's improvise, improvise,
improvise.”



About U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM)

Coalition Countries:

 The United States began

building the coalition on
September 12, 2001, and
there are currently 62
coalition countries
contributing to the war
against terrorism.

To date, 21 nations have
deployed more than 16,000
troops to the U.S. Central
Command's region of
responsibility.

200 foreign military officers from 62
countries at @ CENTCOM Coalition Village
include:

Afghanistan, Albania, Armenia, Australia,
Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bosnia/Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Egypt,
El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, ltaly, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania,
Macedonia, Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco,
Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Romania, Russia, Singapore,
Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
Thailand, Tonga, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine,
United Kingdom, Yemen.
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 Allen is transforming the U.S. military mission i

* Instead of trying to continue large U.S. counterinsurgency operations for as
+ +» long as he can...He is accelerating a handover of respon5|b|I|ty to Afghan
securlty forces. American and NATO troops will push Afghans into the lead
across much of the country this summer.

-The 28-member North Atlantic freat'y Or&anlzation (NATO) during its recent Chicago
summit confirmed plans to withdraw combat troops from Afghanistan by the end of
2014 and to leave behinq a training mission. R

* Plans for handing over command of all combat missions to Afghan security forces
by the middle of 2013 were also ratified as NATO leaders declared that the

transition process was irreversible.
»



CentCom is downsizing by one/third.

ALL billets being reviewed.
Individual Augmentation going away.
Funding shrinking.

The potential cuts are the result of a congressional deal struck while
negotiating over the current budget.

If there is no agreement, the beginning of January 2013, the Pentagon will
be forced to cut over $500 billion from its accounts over the next 10 years.

Joint Combat Camera Planner billet closing out.

Feb 2009. Com Cam Planner billet moved to PA from J3.
May 2009. Officer Com Cam Planner billet deployed to AFG.

One year ago the ISAF ComCam OIC position was deleted and Master
Sergeant Cuomo has filled in as OIC.

Working with J3 (Info Ops) to retain capability and realistic billet base.

CDR Peterson in J3-10 willing to re-constitute J3 capabilities.
J3-10, will be responsible for and have oversight.



Joint Exercises.

This Calendar year - “37” completed & “29” remaining.

Covering most of the AOR, i.e. UAE, Egypt, Oman, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Bahrain,
China, Yemen, Qatar, Kuwait, Pakistan.

Contingency OPS for Iran, Syria, Yemen.

Syria — UN stated on 12 June 2012 that Syria was now engaged in a full scale civil war.

Syria — More likely will require documentation for Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief operations.
Syria — Scenarios include a “No Fly Zone” and/or protecting chemical and Biological sites.

Iran — Currently Mine Counter Measures and @ sea incursions.

Iran - rescuing mariners (3x) in JAN 2012. (One from Somali Pirates.)

Iran - has plans to include Nuclear-Powered Submarines.

Yemen — Al-Qaeda driven out of towns back into the hills - Drone/UAV activity increased.

AP story released Friday (15JUNE12) says the White House, in a report to Congress on the state of US
combat operations abroad, says the US military has been taking “direct action” —i.e., conducting
combat operations and lethal attacks against Al Qaida in Yemen and Somalia.

Counter Piracy - USS Ponce, (LPD-15) Amphibious Transport Dock.
— is designation as Afloat Forward Staging Base
— was scheduled for decommissioning this year.
— will function as an interim staging base to support a variety of operations.
— refitted as a floating base for helicopters, minesweeping / countermeasures and patrol craft.

— Crew is made up of 151 civil service mariners from Maritime Sealift Command and 55 Navy
personnel.

— Meets CENTCOM requirement for maritime security operations.

Imagery Requests from outside sources.

Over 900 IMAGES (still / video) to various entities inside and outside of CENTCOM.



GEN Mattis requested “in house” ability to Mask and De-Classify Weapons

System and Full Motion Video.

Requested imagery within ONE hour.

“Plused” up capability — now have dedicated NIPR/SIPR stations.

Maintain training with-in Central Command Communications Integration — PAO.
Combined Air & Space Operations Center (CAOC) is the current in theater asset .
Discussed with Intel (J2) / CAOC / CENTCOM Joint Operations Center — as to who
should/could/would do what.

Working with DIMOC - testing SIPR Fast File Transfer.

(AF) TSgt Jason Davis requested ComCam (Jan 2012) to test connectivity.
Now - successful connection.

Also from outside DIMOC... i.e. VI @ GITMO.

Dovetailed with Masking/De-Class project

TSgt Davis built a “trouble shooting guide” - - - is evolving.

Issues from the field — getting IT folks to buy in - - - DIMOC up and running.
CENTCOM PA Civilian contractor (video editor) involved &

will have operation when ComCam billet ends.



Large File Transfer

COCOM

11 May 12 14 May 12
(Maj Beckman) (Maj Beckman)

ARCENT
Third Army Central
MARCENT 30 May 12
VIELLERE CEEUUEIE (M Sgt Harding/SGT Buckwalter)
NAVCENT 03 May 12
Naval Forces, 5t" Fleet (LCDR Raines)

SOCCENT 05 June 12
Special Operations (Maj Bockolt)
Command note: 59 MG @ 2 min. 29 secs.




Drawdown.

» Coverage important.

— AFG Regional Command East &South have stated they will not continue
with COMCAM billets.

— Drawdown can be more difficult then building up.

Archive material.

* Continue sending in ALL material worth archiving — CD’s ,DVD’s & tapes.

e Caption information crucial, as much detail as possible.

Document.

* Like to see more historical documentation,

— i.e. Operations, support units, Daily life in and around a FOB etc.



* Training - Full spectrum documentation.

— Why ComCam is important to Operations
— How we fit into the 10 mission.
— Understanding the Joint environment — how other services operate.

* Education — Info Ops and ComCam Doctrine.

— “Smart Book” — Need input for up-dates / changes.
— “Decision Logic Table” — currently being revised.

* Urgency & timeliness when transmitting imagery.

— Don’t cover only what is tasked.

— Make ComCam relevant in the eyes of 10 and the commanders we are
working for.

— COMCAM needs to be motivated and forward leaning.

“Good will can make any organization work; conversely the best organization in

the world is unsound if the men who have to make it work don’t believe in it.”
- James

Forrestal



Control of Imagery... Who has a camera... What is the impact on operations...

Where is the management of imagery... When will it be posted to the web... How are we
controlling other imagery... Why are we not doing more?
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Muslim holy books that were burned
military base in Afghanistan.

-

Reuters--- January 12, 2012 A still image from a video posted online in a pile of garbage at a U.S.

that appeared to show Marines urinating on dead bodies.

A U.S. soldier released photos of soldiers posing with Afghan body
Division, along with Afghan police, pose with the parts. He released them to the Los Angeles Times to draw attention to
mangled corpse of a suicide bomber. the breakdown in leadership and discipline in the U.S. ArTé.



PERIODIC TABLE OF TERRORIST GROUPS 3%

(GROUPS DESIGNATED BY THE US DEPT OF STATE)

34

Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eclam

XXL

atee 30

HuM

Haralat
uRujahidin

No. of Attacks [IFY )

L MIDDLE EAST GLOBAL

20 2 ? se e 22| |* 42
C
_ AQ ||PFLP®
Lashkare Tayyiba akQaida mpﬁl:;:m >

stine

SOUTH ASIA

Jemaah Idamiya
Orgarization

HuJI

thad Is|am-

DATASOURCE: APPROX. NO. OF ATTACKS

United States Department of State, “Foreign Terrorist Organizations”
{http://www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/other/des/123085.htm) . LOW
RAND, “Database of Worldwide Terrorism Incidents” 3

{http://smapp.rand.org/rwtid) : MEDIUM

University of Maryland, “Global Terrorism Database, START" HIGH

(http://waww.start.umd.edu/gtd/) " |naC'tive
RAND, “The Evolving Terrorist Threat to Southeast Asia” (2009) — VERY HIGH

CRS Report, *Terrorism in Southeat Asia” (2009)
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MCC (NAC) Jon Gesch

Joint Combat Camera Planner
Comm: (813) 529-0216

DSN: (651) 529-0216

NIPR: jon.gesch@centcom.mil
SIPR: jon.gesch@centcom.smil.mil




